Recognizing hospital-acquired burn injury in patients after coronary artery bypass surgery.
Nosocomial injury is a constant threat in the hospital setting. While there is growing awareness surrounding hospital-acquired pressure ulcers, little information is available on burns associated with intraoperative procedures. We identified perineal lesions on 4 patients who underwent coronary artery bypass with grafting. These injuries were initially classified as pressure ulcers but subsequent investigation revealed that the injuries were intraoperative burns attributable to pooling of isopropyl alcohol underneath patients who were placed on intraoperative heating pads. Differentiating between hospital-acquired pressure ulcers and burns can be difficult. Our facility's experience with intraoperative burn injuries now mandates that this etiologic factor be considered in the differential diagnosis of postoperative patients with atypical cutaneous injuries.